DOI 10.17953/aicrj.45.1.painter

G-Men, Green Men, and Red Land: Extraterrestrial Miscreants, Federal Jurisdiction, and
Exceptional Space

Fantasia Painter

In the 1970s a string of cattle mutilations grabbed national attention. Thousands of cows in
twenty-one states were turning up dead under suspicious circumstances. The culprits left no tire
tracks or footprints, only exsanguinated cows missing trademark body parts. Many members of
the public suspected (and still suspect) aliens were responsible. This article analyzes FBI files on
the mutilations and reveals the central role Indian land played in the FBI’s search for the cow
killers. It then wields Indian land to launch an Indigenous critique of settler speculations about
the alien.



