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Racial analytics in the field, particularly those associated with theories of 
sovereignty and settler colonialism, have tended to obscure the common 
ground of Afro-descendant and Indigenous experience, such as land 
dispossession, political marginalization, and a shared desire for sovereignty and 
self-determination. In the wake of this analytic divide, even less attention is given 
to how blackness specifically structures or delimits Indigenous life, as blackness 
and indigeneity are often taken to be competing identities that cannot exist 
within the same individuals and communities without friction. This volume seeks 
to take the next step in pushing forward our theoretical conversations about 
blackness and indigeneity. Rather than assuming that anti-Black racism, as well 
as that directed against Indigenous people, are problems of the past or 
irrelevant to contemporary Indigenous political status, this volume engages with 
both critical race theory and settler colonial theory to explore how blackness 
intersects with Indigenous sovereignty, authority, identity, and lived experience.  
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