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This article explores the imbrication of history, fiction, and biopolitics in a variety
of specific confrontations between the Canadian state and the Anishnaabeg in
Michel Noél’s teen novel Nipishish (2004). Situated in Southwest Québec during
the second half of the 20th century, the novel lends itself readily to a biopolitical
reading which gleans from and expands on the theories of Foucault, Aamben,
and Pratt. Focusing on deconstructing biopolitical strategies of the settler
colonial state and agentive Native practices, the analysis underscores how
Noél’s depiction of Indigenous lifeways and resistance constitute an invaluable
political message to Indigenous and non-Indigenous youth alike.

Bio: James Boucher is an Assistant Professor of French at Rutgers University-
Camden. His research interests include Indigenous Studies, Francophone
Studies, and Ecocriticism.

To purchase the full article:
http://uclajournals.org/doi/abs/10.17953/aicrj.42.2.boucher



http://uclajournals.org/doi/abs/10.17953/aicrj.42.2.boucher

