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This study provides a history of early to mid-twentieth century social worker 
Jessie Donaldson Schultz’s efforts to assist Northern Plains Native women in 
establishing economically viable handcraft programs. These projects 
opened a space for craft workers to perpetuate important traditions and 
values and assert agency within otherwise constraining circumstances. 
Northern Plains Native women’s success resulted from their ability to adapt 
existing traditional social and cultural structures to the demands of 
twentieth-century handcraft production. 
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