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What is the relationship between Indigenous peoples and violent reactions to 
contemporary states? This research explores differing, culturally informed notions 
of attachment to land or place territory. Mechanistic ties and organic ties to 
land are linked to a key distinction between Indigenous peoples and non-
Indigenous peoples. Utilizing the Minorities at Risk (MAR) data set, a subset 
relationship is explored addressing propensity for Indigenous peoples to rebel 
against state encroachment of their lands. The results of this research must be 
considered with the serious limitations of MAR in mind. Within the marginalized 
groups in the Americas, 28 have an attachment to a place territory. Of these 28 
groups, 22 are Indigenous and of the 22 groups, 13 have exhibited some form of 
rebellious behavior between 1945 and 2003. The power of attachment to place 
territory, specifically the organic attachment most often displayed by 
Indigenous peoples of the Americas, is a strong tie surviving 500 years of 
European encroachment. The findings are indicative of an attachment that 
Indigenous peoples retain to their specific homelands. The findings suggest a 
plethora of future research questions. 
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